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Preface 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Office of Inspector General (OIG) was 
established by the Homeland Security Act of2002 (Public Law 107-296) by amendment 
to the Inspector General Act of1978. This is one of a series of audit, inspection, and 
special reports prepared as part of our oversight responsibilities to promote economy, 
efficiency, and effectiveness within the department. 

This report addresses the strengths and weaknesses of some aspects of the Transportation 
Security Administration's management of its screening workforce training program. It is 
based on interviews with employees and officials of relevant agencies and institutions, 
direct observations, and a review of applicable documents. 

The recommendations herein have been developed to the best knowledge available to our 
office, and have been discussed in draft with those responsible for implementation. We 
trust this report will result in more effective, efficient, and economical operations. We 
express our appreciation to all of those who contributed to the preparation of this report. 

~~ 
Anne L. Richards 
Assistant Inspector General for Audits 
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Executive Summary 

The Transportation Security Administration is responsible for 
protecting the Nation’s transportation systems to ensure the 
movement of people and commerce.  Transportation Security 
Officers screen passengers, carry-on baggage, and checked 
baggage to prevent prohibited objects from being transported on 
aircraft. The objective of our review was to determine the efficacy 
of the Transportation Security Administration’s management of its 
Transportation Security Officer training program.  

The agency can improve its management of the training program 
for the screening workforce by developing and documenting 
standard processes to:   

•	 Use officer test results to evaluate training program results;   
•	 Assign on-the-job training responsibilities; and  
•	 Evaluate workforce and training needs to ensure that 

officers have the tools and time necessary to complete 
training requirements.  

The Transportation Security Administration did not establish a lead 
office to organize and coordinate Transportation Security Officer 
training until 2006. The agency issued a management directive 
designating the Operational and Technical Training Division 
responsible for the overall management of the analysis, design, 
development, and implementation of Transportation Security 
Officer training programs.  However, the division did not assume 
an active leadership role until 2009 due to its need to maintain 
current training levels and respond to emerging threats.  Without a 
documented process for updating training based on screener 
performance data and changes in technology or equipment, the 
Transportation Security Administration may be missing 
opportunities to enhance its officers’ skills and abilities.   

We are making four recommendations that, if implemented, would 
improve the agency’s management of its screening workforce 
training program. 
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Background 

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) is responsible 
for protecting the Nation’s transportation systems to ensure the 
movement of people and commerce.  TSA is most visible at more 
than 450 domestic airports where approximately 43,000 
Transportation Security Officers (TSOs) perform security 
screening procedures. 

The Aviation and Transportation Security Act, Public Law 107-71, 
mandated that TSA establish a screener training program.  This 
training program should provide the screening workforce with the 
skills necessary to use various technologies and perform physical 
searches of baggage and pat-down searches of airline passengers 
while facilitating the orderly flow of passengers through screening 
checkpoints. According to the law, as codified at 49 U.S.C. 44935 
the training program must: 

•	 Include 40 hours of initial screener classroom instruction1 

and 60 hours of on-the-job training; 
•	 Include remedial training on those screening functions in 

which a screener fails the operational test related to those 
functions; and 

•	 Ensure that screeners are proficient in using the most 
current technology and recognizing new threats and 
weapons. 

TSA implemented Management Directive Number 1900.8, 
Transportation Security Officer Training and Initial Certification 
Programs, to guide the overall management of the design, analysis, 
and implementation of all TSO training programs.  This directive 
requires the agency to provide TSOs and TSO candidates with 
appropriate training to ensure that they perform their security and 
customer service functions in accordance with established standard 
operating procedures. The directive also requires the Federal 
Security Directors to ensure that each TSO’s work schedule 
includes sufficient time to meet annual training requirements.   

1  For the purpose of this report, we refer to “initial screener classroom instruction” to reflect the “Basic 
Screener Training” program, which was revised as the “New Hire Training” program and is the basic 
requirement for all new TSOs. 
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To meet these requirements, multiple offices within TSA share 
responsibilities for or provide input to TSO training.  These offices 
include the Office of Security Operations, the Office of 
Inspections, the Office of Security Technology, and the Office of 
Human Capital.  Appendix C provides additional information 
regarding these offices and their roles in TSO training activities.   

Results of Audit 

TSO Training Program Management 

TSA can improve its management of the TSO training program by 
developing and documenting standard processes.  The agency does not 
have documented standard processes to update training based on current 
information, such as the results of officer testing.  While TSA officials 
explained they have a process in place to guide training enhancements, 
they acknowledged the process is informal and not documented.  The 
agency recently began efforts to record the processes used to improve the 
training program and it is in the process of developing a standard process 
for identifying and assigning on-the-job training mentors.  The agency 
also has not documented procedures to determine or allocate 
the equipment, support, and time needed for the workforce to complete 
training requirements, and provides little centralized oversight of the 
training program. 

TSA did not establish a lead office to organize and coordinate TSO 
training until 2006. At that time, TSA issued Management Directive 
1900.8, Transportation Security Officer Training and Initial Certification 
Programs, designating the Operational and Technical Training (OTT) 
Division within the Office of Security Operations as responsible for the 
overall management of the analysis, design, development, and 
implementation of all TSO training programs.  However, the OTT 
Division did not assume an active leadership role until 2009.  According 
to OTT officials, this limited action was due to OTT’s need to maintain 
current training levels and respond to emerging threats. 

Without guidance and a documented process for updating training based 
on screener performance data and changes in technology or equipment, 
TSA may be missing opportunities to enhance its TSOs’ skills and 
abilities. 
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Documenting Updates to Training 

Management Directive 1900.8 requires the OTT to evaluate TSO 
training programs on a continuing basis to ensure that the courses 
remain current and up-to-date.  According to a division official, 
OTT uses intelligence information, Aviation Security Assessment 
Program test results, covert testing results, and standard operating 
procedure changes to modify training, but it did not have a written 
procedure describing how to determine whether a training course 
needs to be modified. Division officials could not provide 
documentation or evidence of how the above information was 
used. For example, OTT could not demonstrate how the training 
methodology or content was modified based on the results of the 
following activities: 

•	 TSA’s 2008 Aviation Security Assessment Program report 
tests prepared by the Office of Security Operations, which 
included 11 recommendations meant to improve the TSO 
training program. 

•	 TSA’s Office of Inspection and the DHS OIG, covert 
testing identified vulnerabilities in passenger and baggage 
screening procedures and technologies.   

•	 The Practical Skills Evaluations.2 

A TSA official reported that a 2009 multiyear contract for 
specialized security training will provide a more structured TSO 
training program support effort.  This will include analysis of 
performance data, coordination of training with technology 
deployment functions, and support of the evaluation and 
application of existing technologies training.  Division officials 
explained that they have not established measurements of program 
effectiveness because the division and the training program are still 
developing and continue to “play catch up.” 

During visits to selected airports, some airport management teams 
described local efforts to revise TSO training based on 
performance measures, including covert testing.  Federal Security 
Directors and Training Managers stated that local testing results 

2 Practical Skills Evaluations are announced assessments of TSOs.  These assessments are based on the 
applicable security screening standard operating procedures to ensure that security officers are performing 
screening functions as required. 
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influenced local training initiatives, such as more training on 
improvised explosive devices and an increased focus on standard 
operating procedures. 

On-the-Job Monitoring Assignments 

Another element that needs improvement is the on-the-job training 
program.  A TSA official recognized the importance of a 
standardized, structured on-the-job training program, and the 
agency has established multiple workgroups over the past four 
years to improve this program.  However, TSA was unable to 
provide documentation of the accomplishments of these 
workgroups. In addition, TSA has not implemented a formal 
program for selecting and dispatching fully qualified on-the-job 
training monitors.  According to the Training Managers at the 
airports visited, the on-the-job training program is implemented 
differently among airports. For example, 

•	 At five of the eight airports we visited, the TSOs were 
assigned only one on-the-job training monitor. 

•	 At the three other airports TSOs were assigned multiple 
monitors. 

TSA officials acknowledged that the agency did not strategically 
plan and document TSO training development from the onset due 
to the urgent need to initiate operations in the aftermath of 
September 11, 2001, and the need to maintain operations and 
constantly respond to emerging threats.   

Training Equipment and Support 

Based on our interviews with TSOs and management personnel at 
the airports visited, TSA may not always provide TSOs with the 
equipment and support they need to effectively complete required 
training. The Aviation and Transportation Security Act requires 
TSA to work with air carriers and airports to ensure that computer-
based screener training facilities are conveniently located and 
easily accessible.3  TSA has not developed a standard process to 
identify and coordinate the necessary computer support, such as 
machines, bandwidth, and location of machines, to ensure that the 
tools available are adjusted to meet current or future needs.   

33 49 U.S.C. 44935(i).  
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At the airports we visited, airport management and TSOs explained 
that some training computers were slow or malfunctioning at 
times.  The TSOs noted that the computer startup time was not 
factored into the training time scheduled.  Some TSOs mentioned 
that the Online Learning Center system occasionally crashed or did 
not record the accurate data on training completion.  A TSA 
official said that a combination of factors contributed to these 
problems, including inadequate network bandwidth, computer and 
web browser security settings, interaction with other programs, and 
slow network performance during periods of high user activity.   

OTT has not identified the appropriate number of training 
computers needed at each airport.  The original computer 
allocation was conducted in 2003, and OTT has not updated the 
allocation since taking control of the training program.  Based on 
TSA’s computer allocation inventory records, the agency did not 
consistently allocate computers nationwide.  For example, one 
airport shows a computer for every 32 TSOs, while another airport 
had one computer for each TSO. According to TSA officials, TSA 
may have initially deployed equipment without conducting studies 
to determine the appropriate number of computers needed for the 
TSOs to accomplish training.  However, no documentation could 
be produced to verify how they were actually deployed. TSA 
officials stated that no additional studies to guide deployment have 
been conducted since its inception. These officials explained that 
recent computer allocations were made based on requests from 
airports. 

TSA and OTT have not ensured that airports place training 
computers in practical locations for optimal learning.  Training 
computers are sometimes placed far from the checkpoint or 
checked baggage areas, requiring TSOs to spend part of their 
allotted training time traveling to and from the computer locations.  
TSA management at the airports we visited identified the need for 
more training space as a challenge for TSOs to receive training.  
For example, two of the airports we visited have offsite training 
facilities.  Three other airports had training facilities that were not 
conveniently located to some of the checkpoints.   

Some of the training environments, such as break rooms or areas 
close to checkpoints, are not conducive to learning.  At several of 
the airports visited, TSOs were taking training courses surrounded 
by the conversations of coworkers or the traveling public. We 
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conducted TSO interviews in some of these locations and validated 
that the computers were situated in distracting environments.   

TSOs must complete both new hire and recurrent training on 
screening technologies; however, airport training equipment is 
sometimes different from the devices used at screening 
checkpoints. According to an OTT official, when TSA deployed a 
new generation of x-ray machines to 81 airports, the updated 
recurrent training for TSOs with these machines had not been 
implemented because of software problems.  TSOs were still 
training with x-ray images from older generation equipment, which 
limits their ability to identify prohibited items using the current 
checkpoint equipment.  

TSA must ensure that Federal Security Directors and Training 
Managers at each airport provide the screening workforce with the 
equipment and support they need to enhance their skills and 
knowledge. The airport leadership should provide computer-based 
training facilities that are conveniently located, easily accessible, 
and foster learning. 

Training Time 

TSA does not ensure that TSOs are provided the time they need to 
effectively complete training requirements.  Management Directive 
1900.8 requires Federal Security Directors to ensure that each 
TSO’s work schedule includes sufficient time to meet annual 
training requirements established in the National Training Plan.4 

However, TSA has not created a process to ensure that Federal 
Security Directors provide enough time for TSOs to complete 
training requirements.   

TSA Headquarters develops the training that TSOs must take and 
determines the amount of time associated with completion of the 
training sessions, but this time estimate includes only the time for 
the lessons, not travel or setup. If TSOs encounter difficulties with 
the online training session, they may not have enough time to 
complete the training.   

4 The National Training Plan includes all TSA-mandated training courses that an employee should take 
quarterly to meet their annual requirements, including recurrent training for skills maintenance, 
administrative training, and developmental training. 
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TSOs described rushing through course material without devoting 
the attention needed to retain the lessons.  TSA officials agreed 
that if TSOs hurry through training courses because they are not 
being allocated sufficient time by management or they do not have 
access to training computers, they may not receive adequate or 
quality training. 

Federal Security Directors did not ensure that screening 
supervisors allocated sufficient time for TSOs to complete the 
National Training Plan courses. Training Managers and TSOs 
interviewed said that some supervisors did not always staff 
checkpoints and checked baggage areas to allow time for TSOs to 
leave for training. According to TSA officials and local airport 
management, there is an extent to which operational needs 
supersede training. 

At one airport, TSA officials allowed TSOs to bypass the use of 
the Online Learning Center and provided little time for training 
because of staffing challenges.  One lead TSO indicated that he 
had not accessed the Online Learning Center since 2005.  The TSO 
also explained that staff had limited time to read printed training 
materials in lieu of going online.  Therefore, the staff is 
encouraged to simply sign off on the materials and receive credit 
for taking the courses without providing evidence of reading or 
understanding the information.  The Federal Security Director at 
this airport acknowledged these practices and said that he had been 
encouraging the Training Manager to have the TSOs use the 
Online Learning Center. We did not encounter this situation at 
other airports. 

Successful Use of Screening Equipment Depends on Training 

The screening workforce is TSA’s most important asset for 
ensuring the safety and security of the traveling public; however, 
the agency has not articulated a standard methodology to keep its 
training material current and relevant.    

Without a documented process for updating training based on 
screener performance data and changes in technology or 
equipment, TSA may be missing opportunities to enhance its 
TSOs’ skills and abilities.  TSA should assess its training 
equipment needs to provide TSOs with access to sufficient 
computer equipment and bandwidth to successfully complete 
assigned training courses. The agency must also ensure that TSOs 
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are provided with the time and space needed to effectively 
complete training requirements.   

Recommendations 

We recommend that the Acting General Manager, Office of 
Operational Performance, ensures the Operational and Technical 
Training Division: 

Recommendation #1:  Finalizes the documentation and 
implementation of a comprehensive methodology to guide its 
efforts to keep the TSO training program and materials up-to-date 
and relevant. 

Recommendation #2:  Establishes and documents a formal On-
the-Job Training Program with specific criteria for Transportation 
Security Officers selected to serve as monitors.   

Recommendation #3: Reviews and modifies its requirements for 
training needs to guide agency allocation of computer resources to 
the airports. The Operational and Technical Training Division 
should: 

3a. Provide documented criteria and guidance for the 
placement of the training equipment.  This should include the 
use of equipment in the training classrooms that is similar to 
equipment in checkpoint and checked baggage areas.   

3b. Ensure that computer hardware and software, as well as the 
client servers, can support the complex needs of a robust, web-
based training portfolio. 

Recommendation #4:  Conducts a study to identify the total 
average time needed for TSOs to complete required training, 
including time needed to travel to training locations; and, 
establishes requirements that airport management provide the 
minimum time needed for the screening workforce to complete 
training requirements. 
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Management Comments and OIG Analysis 

TSA concurred with all four of the recommendations in the report and the 
agency has already begun to formulate plans and initiate actions to address 
the recommendations. We consider the recommendations resolved, but 
open. TSA provided information on some ongoing projects and new 
initiatives to build a well documented training plan that will fill the gaps 
identified in this audit report. A summary of the agency’s responses to the 
recommendations follows.   

TSA Comments to Recommendation #1: 

Concur:  TSA provided information on several activities already underway 
that address this recommendation. The OTT Division will document and 
describe curriculum configuration management principles in the draft 
version of the Curriculum Development Reference Guide.  The final version 
should be available by the second quarter of fiscal year (FY) 2011.  The 
OTT Division recently created a Curriculum Development Roadmap Tool 
that visually depicts the forecast for all curriculum-related activities on the 
horizon. This should improve OTT’s ability to more clearly define which 
events or inputs, such as Aviation Security Assessment Program test results 
or covert tests address a specific curriculum.   

Beginning in FY 2011, quarterly work plan reviews will be conducted by 
the OTT Management Team to help prioritize the training work needed.  
This will help improve visibility into when curriculum updates are 
happening, while ensuring more effective management and integration of 
these efforts. By the end of the first quarter of FY 2011, a new Program 
Management Support Services contract will provide two to three resources 
to document methodologies, processes, and procedures. 

OIG Analysis: 

We recognize TSA’s efforts to address its need to finalize the 
documentation and implementation of its methodology to ensure that its 
TSO training program remains current and relevant.  This 
recommendation is resolved but will remain open until we have obtained 
and reviewed the final versions of the Curriculum Development Reference 
Guide, the Curriculum Development Roadmap Tool, the OTT work plan 
resulting from the quarterly work plan reviews, and notification of the 
hiring of resources responsible for the TSO training program.  TSA should 
specify and demonstrate how each of these components will ensure a 
current and relevant TSO training program. 
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TSA Comments to Recommendation #2: 

Concur:  TSA is in the final stages of formalizing an on-the-job training 
program for TSOs and has provided copies of the draft working 
documents.  The formalized on-the-job training program will provide a 
structured training curriculum for the TSOs who will serve as instructors.  
This will include mandatory courses on mentoring and providing feedback 
in an effective manner.  A TSO will sign a one-year commitment 
agreement to serve as an on-the-job training instructor.  The on-the-job 
training instructor program will help establish consistency in the methods 
and techniques used to develop and mentor the workforce during this 
critical portion of the overall training initiative.  TSA has scheduled a pilot 
to be conducted in the second quarter of FY 2011.  TSA plans to 
implement this program system wide in the third quarter of FY 2011 if 
minimal or no changes are required as a result of the pilot. 

OIG Analysis: 

TSA’s response described efforts to formalize the agency’s on-the-job 
 
training program, which are sufficient to resolve this recommendation.  
 
The recommendation will remain open until we have obtained and 
 
reviewed the final formalized on-the-job training program, the results of 
 
the pilot on-the-job training instructor program, and the schedule for 
 
deployment of the on-the-job training instructor program.  TSA should 
 
also provide documentation to show how this plan will be implemented 
 
system-wide including, trainer and student ratios, training duration, and 
 
participant satisfaction. 
 

TSA Comments to Recommendation #3a: 

Concur:  OTT agreed that a reassessment of computer allocations is 
warranted and will undertake an effort to develop a formula for allocating 
training computers.  Once a formula is approved, it will be distributed to 
the field. TSA’s Office of Field Real Estate Services is currently revising 
the Space Allocation Worksheet and Space Guidelines to allocate more 
space to accommodate the training requirements.  TSA plans on releasing 
the new Space Allocation Worksheet in the second quarter of FY 2011 and 
the new guidelines in the third quarter of FY 2011. 

OIG Analysis: 

This recommendation is resolved and will remain open.  We recognize 
 
that the revision of the Space Allocation Worksheet and the Space 
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Guidelines will improve the logistical and space needs for critical training 
equipment.  However, TSA did not fully address the need to ensure that 
the equipment in the classroom is similar to the equipment at the 
checkpoint and the checked baggage area. 

We need to review the details of the training computer allocation formula 
and anticipated implementation plan.  TSA should provide the revised 
space allocation plan, implementation details, and documentation of how 
the agency intends to ensure that similar equipment will be employed in 
the classrooms and the checkpoints and baggage areas. 

TSA Comments to Recommendation #3b: 

Concur:  TSA is establishing a focused working group as a permanent 
team structure to identify training requirements and the information 
technology capabilities that will be needed to support those requirements.  
This will be a long term goal of TSA, and does not have a simple solution 
that can be quickly implemented.  It is anticipated that TSA will pilot 
many different types of interactive web-based training solutions over the 
next several years, and progress and success will be achieved with each 
new project initiated. 

OIG Analysis: 

This recommendation is resolved, but will remain open until we have 
obtained and reviewed specific detailed plans including milestones and 
timetables that identify training requirements and resulting computer 
hardware, software and system solutions.  Once the agency has established 
a focused working group as a permanent team structure, we would like to 
review its membership and planned activities.  TSA should provide 
documentation showing that future anticipated web-based training efforts 
include a technical assessment of the computer hardware, software and 
client server systems needed for successful TSO training program 
implementation. 

TSA Comments to Recommendation #4: 

Concur:  OTT has begun conducting a study to analyze how to build a 
formula to ensure TSOs are provided sufficient time to complete required 
training, including capturing the uniqueness of each airport with regard to 
the location of training classrooms/facilities, as well as the types of 
equipment in use at each airport.  Currently, TSAs Staffing Allocation 
Model calculates hours for training, which is used to ensure airports have 
sufficient staffing to allow them to send TSOs to training during non-peak 
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times with no impact to screening operations.  The Staffing Allocation 
Model does not include additional hours that may be needed for travel to 
and from a training facility.  The model does not address the specific 
screening equipment in place at any given airport.  Some airports have 
Advanced Imaging Technology equipment and need training hours for that 
machine, while other airports do not have such equipment and therefore do 
not need training hours in that category.  Some airports have training 
facilities within the terminal areas, and therefore, additional time for travel 
is not needed. Some airports have offsite training facilities, and therefore 
allocating additional time for travel is needed.  Once the formula is 
developed, TSA will be able to modify allocations of training hours based 
on the needs of an airport. 

OIG Analysis: 

TSA’s response identifies its plans to conduct a study and create a formula 
that will take into consideration the needs for additional time for travel, 
training room locations, air port configuration and various types of 
equipment in use at the airports.  This recommendation is considered 
resolved, but will remain open until we have obtained and reviewed the 
allocation formula, the revised training allocation plan, and documented 
evidence that airport management have implemented the new plan. 
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Appendix A 
Purpose, Scope, and Methodology 

The objective of our review was to determine the efficacy of the 
Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA) management of its 
Transportation Security Officer (TSO) training program.  To answer our 
objective, we reviewed prior audit reports related to TSO training.  We 
analyzed federal regulations, TSA’s management directives, standard 
operating procedures, contracts, and other documentation related to 
passenger and checked baggage training.  We interviewed TSA officials 
from offices involved in the development and delivery of the TSO training 
program, including the Office of Human Capital, Office of Operational 
Performance, Aviation Security Assessment Program, and Operational and 
Technical Training Division. 

We selected eight airports to visit based on the highest number of TSO 
Full Time Equivalents, the highest number of air travelers that are 
screened at the check points, the lowest reported Threat Image Projection 
results, the highest number of enplanements per the Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics, and those airports not recently visited or tested 
by DHS OIG.  These airports included: 

• Dallas/Fort Worth International 
• Houston George Bush Intercontinental 
• John F. Kennedy International 
• Newark Liberty International 
• Orlando International 
• San Diego International 
• Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
• Tampa International 

We judgmentally selected a sample of at least 48 TSOs at each airport.  
We interviewed a total of 385 TSOs, Lead TSOs, and Supervisory TSOs 
using a standardized data collection instrument.  This instrument obtained 
qualitative and quantitative information regarding the required training, 
including the initial screener classroom training, on-the-job training, the 
National Training Plan, and remedial training.  It also elicited the opinions 
of TSOs regarding some components of their training. 

During site visits, we interviewed the Federal Security Directors, Deputy 
Federal Security Directors, and airport Training Managers to identify how 
local and national training programs were integrated, assess training 
effectiveness, and identify the extent to which training and performance 
assessments are used to improve TSA’s TSO training program.  At one 
location, we observed a New Hire Training Program class session.   
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Appendix A 
Purpose, Scope, and Methodology 

We reviewed electronic data on course completion for all airports to 
determine whether TSOs received the required training, and for 
comparison to TSA management records and reports.  The data included 
initial, on-the-job, recurring, and remedial training components.  We relied 
on TSA to generate the data and did not test or validate the information. 

Our method for selecting our sample prevents us from projecting the 
findings on a national level, but one should not discount our findings since 
airports visited were locations with a high number of TSOs and air 
travelers. 

We conducted our audit between July 2009 and April 2010 under the 
authority of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended, and according 
to generally accepted government auditing standards.  Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain sufficient, appropriate 
evidence to provide a reasonable basis for our findings and conclusions 
based on our audit objectives. We believe that the evidence obtained 
provides a reasonable basis for our findings and conclusions based on our 
audit objectives. 
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Appendix C 
TSA Offices and Positions Primarily Focused on TSO Training 

Office of Security Operations 
Responsible for TSOs performing airport checkpoint and baggage screening operations.  Includes: 

Office of Operational Performance - Coordinates TSO training to enhance aviation security 
screening performance. 
Operational and Technical Training Division - Designs, develops, implements, manages, 
supports, and evaluates training solutions required by statute or regulation to improve workforce 
performance throughout TSA.  The division establishes training procedures and methodologies to 
ensure that training programs are effective. 
Aviation Security Assessment Program - Provides summary reports of testing to the Operational 
and Technical Training Division for recommended training improvements.  Airports generate 
assessments using inert bombs, bomb parts, and other threat items from checkpoint bomb kits to 
identify weaknesses in the screening process in order to strengthen screening performance through 
training, procedures, or technology.  

Office of Human Capital 
Provides human capital strategies and services to build, develop, and sustain a high-performing, 
diverse TSA workforce.  Includes: 

Human Capital Information Systems Division – Maintains TSA’s Online Learning Center 

Performance Accountability and Standards System - Provides annual TSO performance 
evaluations.  This feedback may show what screening functions are problematic and may need to 
be a focus of TSO training. 

Office of Inspection 
Ensures the security and integrity of the agency’s operations through its covert testing program.  The 
Office of Inspection provides its covert testing results to the Operational and Technical Training 
Division. 

Federal Security Directors 
Provide daily operational direction for federal security at airports.  Federal Security Directors are to 
ensure that all TSOs have successfully completed initial and on-the-job training training, and are 
provided remedial training following an operational test failure.  Federal Security Directors must 
ensure that each TSO’s work schedule includes sufficient time for meeting annual training 
requirements, including recurrent training standards. 

Training Managers/Training Specialists 
Arrange, organize, and ensure that TSOs receive required training and that the completed training is 
posted in the Online Learning Center.  The training manager or specialist serves as the liaison between 
the Federal Security Director and Operational and Technical Training Division. 

Security Training Instructors 
TSOs assigned to Federal Security Directors’ staff who are responsible for delivery of nationally and 
locally developed, remediation, recurrent, and return-to-duty training.  Instructors also assess and 
provide feedback for improvements to training materials or delivery techniques.  These TSOs serve in 
the capacity of an instructor 80% of the time and as a TSO for 20% of the time. 

Transportation Security Officers 
Implement screening procedures central to TSA’s objectives.  TSOs protect the traveling public by 
preventing deadly or dangerous objects from boarding aircraft. 

Transportation Security Administration’s 
 

Management of Its Screening Workforce Training Program Can Be Improved 
 


Page 23
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
TSO Training Flowchart 
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Major Contributors to This Report 

Patrick O’Malley, Director 
Elaine Ferguson, Project Lead 
Christopher Byerly, Program Analyst 
Megan McNulty, Program Analyst 
Emily Pedersen, Program Analyst  
Raul Quintero, Program Analyst 
Vanessa Santos, Auditor 
James Bess, Independent Referencer 
Kevin Donahue, Independent Referencer 
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Appendix F 
Report Distribution 

Department of Homeland Security 

Secretary 
Deputy Secretary 
Chief of Staff 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
General Counsel 
Executive Secretariat 
Director, GAO/OIG Liaison Office 
Assistant Secretary for Office of Policy 
Assistant Secretary for Office of Public Affairs 
Assistant Secretary for Office of Legislative Affairs 
DHS Audit Liaison 

Transportation Security Administration 

Administrator 
OIG Audit Liaison 

Office of Management and Budget 

Chief, Homeland Security Branch 
DHS OIG Budget Examiner 

Congress 

Congressional Oversight and Appropriations Committees, as 
appropriate 
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